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Synopsis

A witty, wise, biting, and completely individual meditation on what it means to think, live, and be to
the contrary.In the book that he was born to write, provocateur and best-selling author Christopher
Hitchens inspires future generations of radicals, gadflies, mavericks, rebels, angry young (wo)men,
and dissidents. Who better to speak to that person who finds him or herself in a contrarian position
than Hitchens, who has made a career of disagreeing in profound and entertaining ways.This book
explores the entire range of "contrary positions" - from noble dissident to gratuitous pain in the butt.
In an age of overly polite debate bending over backward to reach a happy consensus within an
increasingly centrist political dialogue, Hitchens pointedly pitches himself in contrast. He bemoans
the loss of the skills of dialectical thinking evident in contemporary society. He understands the
importance of disagreement - to personal integrity, to informed discussion, to true progress - heck,
to democracy itself. Epigrammatic, spunky, witty, in your face, timeless and timely, this book is

everything you would expect from a mentoring contrarian.
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Customer Reviews

This is a simple and elegant series of letters written to a hypothetical student. Only a cynical could
fail to admire and value Christopher Hitchens’ "Letters to a Young Contrarian”. This short book
contains all the advice a student of twenty first century society should want or need. We get a
marvelously unadulterated dose of the author’s hortative aesthetics. Every letter is marked with a

characteristic polish that creates a pedagogical elegance.The book is written as a series of letters



which are timely and timeless.| bought this book as a gift for a young writer and journalist. | read it
before giving it as a gift. | am very pleased with it as a gift and hope that the advice falls on fertile
soil. | am also very pleased with the book as advice for my own personal causes.These letters
continue to be a priceless source of insight and wisdom as the student continues to evolve as an
activist. We can all see ourselves in these wonderful words and we can witness what we aspire to
be.These letters fill the reader with hope. There is hope that society can evolve to a rational
enlightenment. Hope is alive and we are not doomed to repeat all the follies of history.What
impressed me so much was the incredible precision and care in each of the letters. The
commitment to explore the unconventional and contrary positions is a commitment to personal
integrity. This commitment is a social contract that is a prerequisite to democracy and to
civilization.The author’s choice of examples and counter examples clearly illustrate his intention to
inspire the next generation of social thinkers.| highly recommend this book to every person who

wants to become an agent of change.
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